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notes

- Piano(s): pedal throughout
- Strings: no vib.

For string quartet and any number of pianos

- Approx. 15 minutes
- Thanks

— free bowing (long); continue until rest 

— each tone 6–8 seconds; no particular pulse

— ppp; fast pulse, quiet enough that it is uncertain in the hand

— 30bpm/2 seconds&

&

Piano(s) and String Quartet is a simple piece about tuning, about 
scales, about passing through, and about torsion. The first 
performance took place at Avalon Café, London, in September 2024, 
performed by Fernando Yada, Jay Austin Keys, Anne Yin Han, 
Matthew Gilley, Freya Hicks, and Rebecca Burden. Two pianos were 
used: the old, creaking upright that had been at the venue for some 
years, which could no longer hold tuning, and Fernando's more 
stable upright which he was donating to the venue due to some 
logistical complications around moving to a new flat. The 
performance, then, served as a welcome party for the new piano, and 
a farewell for the old one. The two pianos were mostly in tune with 
each other around middle C, and much less in tune at the far ends of 
the keyboard—perfect for this material. Oddly, Fernando's piano had 
two extra white keys at the top of the keyboard, so through the long, 
shared scale there was a sense of approaching a shared tuning, 
departing from it, and then one piano being left alone for the final 
stretch. It was very beautiful, and entirely unexpected—none of us 
had realised until it was already happening. There's no need to 
reconstruct that situation in approaching other performances of the 
piece, but I think it's useful to know about.
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